ArTree Nepal

Introduction
Formed 2013 in Kathmandu, Nepal
Subas Tamang, Lavkant Chaudhary, Mekh Limbu,
Hit Man Gurung, Sheelasha Rajbhandari
Artwork Title: Not less expensive than gold, 2020
Artwork Location: Cockatoo Island
ArTree Nepal practices contemporary art with the
belief that art has deep roots in social practice. The
mainstream narrative of Nepal and its surrounding
region have excluded the stories and experiences of
numerous marginalised, underprivileged and
Indigenous communities. Although there have been,
and continue to be, major political changes and
demands for an equal representation of diverse
identities, cultures, languages and religions these
have been consistently and strategically oppressed.
By consciously using political and pre-colonial
vocabularies, ArTree's practice draws attention to
these problematic social hierarchies and invasive
international influences.
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The herbs found in Nepal at an altitude of 3000 metres
and above are considered rich in natural chemicals.
Ironically, those medicinal plants, which people have
been using for hundreds, if not thousands, of years have
now become export goods, while presently 80-90 per
cent of the drugs used by locals are imported.
Increasingly, in many developing countries, basic needs
like health, education and transportation are being
systematically privatised and commercialised. Health
services and medical education are unaccountably
expensive. Only five per cent of the population in Nepal
can afford to pursue a Bachelor of Medicine or Surgery.
In most rural areas, because of a lack of proper
infrastructure, people have to travel long distances to the
capital for even basic treatment.
Not less expensive than gold approaches from multiple
angles, the erasure and disintegration of Indigenous,
ethnic, communal and shamanistic medicinal and
healing practices in Nepal, which are both denigrated as
‘alternative medicine’ or ‘pseudoscience’, while also
commercially exploited as exports. The work also
encompasses resistance to the medical industry, with
films showing protest performances done in solidarity
with Dr. Govinda KC, a surgeon and activist who has
undertaken many hunger strikes to demand a better
health system and non-privatised medical education in
Nepal. The performers bare the words of his manifesto.
ArTree Nepal, Not less expensive than gold, 2020. Installation view for
the 22nd Biennale of Sydney (2020), Cockatoo Island. Commissioned
by the Biennale of Sydney with generous support from Open Society
Foundations. Courtesy the artists. Photograph: Zan Wimberley.

ArTree Nepal
Inquiry questions
• Examine the way that ArTree Nepal
display their work. Would the artwork
have a different impact if one of the
elements was removed?
• Using your senses, how would you
imagine experiencing this artwork?
How would you describe it in a mood?
• What can you identify as being
valuable and invaluable within the
artwork? What are some of the
difference between the two?
• ArTree Nepal’s artwork addresses
numerous themes. Take a look at the
artwork and the description. Which
themes stand out to you and why?

Creative learning activity
Sensory work is another way we can explore
art making. ArTree Nepal use herbs and spices
in their work that create an aroma throughout
the exhibition space, bringing a new way to
experience the artwork for the audience.
Pick your three favourite smelling spices that
you have in your pantry at home. Think about
what you are smelling. Does the smell remind
you of anything, such as a memory, a place, or
a feeling?
Inspired by the aromas of the herbs and spices,
write a short poem about the kind of memories
that are aroused by these smells and
sensations.

Reflection
• How might your life and your family's life
be different if you didn't have access to
affordable health care, education or food?

Extension
ArTree Nepal’s work addresses the
increasing privatisation and commercialisation
of basic needs like healthcare, education and
transportation in developing countries.
• Investigate the terms commercialisation
and privatisation.
• What effect do these processes have on
developing countries like Nepal?
• Are basic needs like health, education and
transportation private and/or commercial in
Australia?
• Create a storyboard for a short film that
looks at these two concepts.
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